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richness; he prefers humiliation in the way of Allah to the
elevation by the enemy of Allah and he likes anonymity
more than fame.

# No pleasure is sweeter than goodness and no
wealth is more advantageous than contentment and no
ignorance is more harmful than egotism.

# One who does not thank a beneficent creature, tru-
ly he has not thanked Allah, the Almighty and Glorious.

Love and devotion is a half of belief.
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& Some words from Imam al-Reza (A. S.)

# Imam is immune from any sins and innocent from
any fault; knowledge (wisdom) belongs to Imam. He is
the symbol of patience and the frame of religion. He is
the honor of Muslims, the wrath of hypocrites, and de-
stroyer of misbelievers.

# Whoever thinks he is a close relative of us, but he
disobeys Allah he does not belong to us. If you obey Al-
lah, the Almighty and Glorious, you are a close relative
of our Household.

# Whoever wants to be the strongest one, he should
rely on Allah. They asked him what relying on Allah
means and he answered that one who does not fear any-
one, but Allah.

# Do believe goodness in Allah since whoever be-
lieves goodness in Him, Allah behaves according to his
belief towards him. Whoever is content with little food,
Allah accepts his little act from him. Whoever is con-
tent with little lawful earning, his discomfort would be
reduced and his family would have a happy life and Al-
lah would show him the pains of this world and their
medicines and He would take him safely to the Abode
of peace.

# No one accomplishes the principle of his belief
until he has three characters: knowing the knowledge of
religion; household economy and having patience with
disasters and agonies.

# No Muslim wisdom is completed until he has ten
qualities: people hope for his goodness; they are immune
from his evil deeds; he considers the small benevolence
of others as much; and considers his much benevolence
as little; he is not tired of fulfilling other people’s de-
mands; he is not exhausted of educating during his life-
time; he loves poverty for the sake of Allah more than
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could have public debates with the followers of different
religions. The event, that from point of view of many of
the Abbasid household was a struggle for withdrawing
them from power; and some Imam’s friends thought that
it was a hallmark of accepting an aristocracy govern-
ment, is worthy considering that the learned of the Proph-
et Family had to answer their objections and compare his
position to the stand of Josef the Prophet in Pharaoh’s
court and remove these ideas out of their minds.

Imam made use of every opportunity to explain the
fact and to show his discontent of this situation. Even in
his supplications he uttered, “O, Allah, You know that I
accepted the succession unwillingly, so do not reprove
me as You did not reproach Josef, the Prophet for accept-
ing the power in Egypt.” Thus the most important event
in Imam al-Reza’s political life which happened in Marv
was his accepting the succession after they had minted
coins in his name and mentioned his name in sermons.

The most famous and acceptable tradition about his
martyrdom is that it happened on Friday, the last day of
Safar, 203 A. H./September 5, 818 A. D.

Imam al-Reza (A. S.) was martyred in Toos, and as
he had already predicated and willed, they buried him
somewhere in Sanabad that was later known as Mash-
had al-Reza. As if it was destined that a son of the Holy
Prophet and a descendant of his Holy Household would
be martyred somewhere apart from Medina and his glori-
ous tomb would be a shrine for millions of the lovelorn
Unitarians from every part of the world. ( Peace on him
the day he was born, and the day he died and the day he
shall be raised alive.)'

1- Quran, 19: 15
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Khorasan.'They told him that Ma’mun had ordered them
to escort him to Khorasan. While Imam understood that
he inevitably should go there, he frequently went to the
Prophet’s shrine and bid farewell to the Prophet’s tomb
and in this way he openly showed his disaffection and his
obligation for going to Khorasan. On his way to Marv,
Imam Ali b. Musa al-Reza continued his way via an ap-
pointed route chosen by Ma’mun and passed through
some districts like Basra, Ahwaz, Istakhr, Abarkuh, Yazd
(Katha), Farasha (Islamia), Neishabur and Sarakhs.

& Some exceptional attributes of the im-
maculate Imams.

The Immaculate Imams are all the same in attributes
like: being appointed and introduced by the Messenger of
Allah, immunity from any sin and fault, benefitting from
Allah’s guidance, bravery and so on. All of them from Ali
b. Abi Taleb to the Expected Authority, the twelfth Imam,
have completely performed their religious duties, so that
we can take each of them to be the other. In spite of that,
each of these righteous Imams had a special duty accord-
ing to the social conditions of the society they lived in,
and they are distinguished for a special attribute which
we call it “virtue”. For example, Imam Ali b. Abi Taleb
had the virtue of fighting in the holy wars beside the
Prophet (S. A. W. A.), marrying Fatima (S. A.) the Proph-
et’s daughter, coming down the Stand Tradition (Hadith
Manzalat) about him. Imam Hosein b. Ali (A. S.) created
the matchless Battle of Ashura. Imam Ali b. Hosein (A.
S.) introduced the peerless book of Sahifa Sajadiyya or
the Palms of the Prophet Household to the Islamic com-
munity. Imam Muhammad b. Ali (A. S.) was honored
with the title of “Cleaving Science” Bager al-Ulum.

Whereas, Imam Ali b. Musa al-Reza (A. S.) accepted
the succession to the Abbasid caliph and in a historical
and an unrepeatable opportunity in a political scene, he

1- Musnad al-Imam al-Reza, 1/52
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not heard that Allah says (O David! Lo! We have set you
as a viceroy in the earth; therefore judge aright between
mankind.)”!

Ali b. Sahm asked, “And what is the story of Uri-
ah?” Imam said, “At the time of David whenever a man
died, his wife did not marry after him. David made this
marriage lawful by Allah’s order. This case had no back-
ground, thus it astonished people.”

o Imam’s political life

Ali b. Musa al-Reza lived in this world to the age of
55. 35 years of his life before his Imamate coincided with
Abbasid rulers: Mansur, Mahdi, Hadi and a half of Ha-
run’s government. His Imamate which lasted for twenty
years coincided with the reign of Harun al-Rashid, Mu-
hammad Amin and Abdullah Ma’mun. Ten years of his
Imamate was during Harun’s caliphate. In this ten-year
period Harun never confronted Imam because of the in-
land crises that threatened the government. This period
provided a good opportunity for him to train students,
and to propagate Islamic sciences.?

A great problem that annoyed Ma’mun, the seventh
Abbasid caliph, was the eminent personality of Imam al-
Reza (A. S.). After taking up the rein of the government,
Ma’mun wrote a letter to Imam al-Reza (A. S.) and in-
vited him to Khorasan. Imam avoided going there, but
Ma’mun wrote letters continuously and invited him con-
stantly to show Imam that he is insistent on his demand.’
In addition to his letters, Ma’mun sent two of his men:
Raja b. Zahhak and Yaser, the servant, to Medina. They
went to Imam’s house as soon as they arrived there and
declared that the aim of their mission was to take Imam to

1- Quran, 38: 26
2- See Tadbir Imam Reza dar Brabar Seyasat Ma’mun, 50
3- Uyun Akhbar al-Reza, 2/149



22 0000 Imam al-Reza (A.S.) The Inheritor of ...

(Allah draws a parable: Two men, one of whom is dumb,
having no power over anything.') Qadar means power.
Or (He whose provision is measured.> Qadar means mea-
sure.

But in the verse about Josef, it means that Zuleikha
verily desired to commit sin, and Josef desired to kill her.
Since Josef wanted to kill her if she obliged him to com-
mit evil and lewdness. So Allah says, (Thus it was, that
We might ward off from him evil and lewdness.)® Here
evil means killing and lewdness means adultery. So Josef
did not desire Zuleikha, but he desired to kill her.

Alib. Jahm recited the story of David and said, “They
narrate that David was praying in his prayer niche when
Satan appeared in the shape of a beautiful bird. David
broke his prayer and followed the bird to catch it. The
bird flew and flew high until David went to the roof of
his house and suddenly he saw the wife of Uriah. He was
besotted with her beauty. Her husband was in the battle-
field and David ordered to send Uriah in the forefront of
the battle. Finally Uriah was killed and David married
his wife.”

Hearing the story Imam al-Reza (A. S.) became very
angry, slapped on his forehead and said, “You impute
scorn and indifference in praying to the prophet of Allah.
Fie on your ignorance and on your imputing and ascrib-
ing inadmissible attributes to the innocent.”

Ali b. Sahm asked, “Hence, what was the David’s
fault?”

Imam (A. S.) said, “David thought there was no one
wiser than he on the earth. So Allah sent two angels to
attend him from the wall of his sanctuary. They struggled
and wanted David to judge. He hasted and issued the
decree without any witnesses and reasoning. Have you

1- Quran, 16: 75
2- Quran 65: 3
3- Quran 12: 24
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Or He says about Jonah, (He thought that We would not
put him to hardship).! And He says about Josef, (She cer-
tainly made for him; and he would have made for her.)?
or about David, who fell in love with that woman. And
He says about Muhammad, (Our Lord! Indeed You know
whatever we hide and whatever we disclose.”)?

Imam al-Reza (A. S.) said, “Woe to you! Beware
Allah and do not incriminate the prophets of Allah. Do
not interpret the Book of Allah. Allah says, (But no one
knows its interpretation except Allah and those firmly
grounded in knowledge.*) Adam’s disobedience means
that Allah had not created him for the Heaven. He dis-
obeyed Allah in Heaven, not in the earth. Allah’s destiny
and decree came true by this disobedience. Allah wanted
to appoint him as His authority and His caliph in the
earth. And when Adam descended to the earth, and he
was the caliph of Allah in the earth, he became infallible
and errorless. So Allah says (Indeed Allah chose Adam
and Noah, and the progeny of Abraham and the progeny
of Imran above all the nations. °)

The verse about Jonah in the Quran means he thought
that Allah would not straiten the provision over him. If
he thought He had no power over him, he would be a
disbeliever.

Qadar has different meanings in the Quran and in the
Arabic language. For example in the verse (Allah ex-
pands the provision for whomever He wishes, and tight-
ens it.)® Qadar means tighten. Or He says, (And he whose
provision is measured.’) That is Allah straitened him. Or

1- Quran, 21:87
2- Quran, 12: 24
3- Quran, 14: 38
4- Quran, 3: 7
5- Quran, 3: 33
6- Quran, !3: 26
7- Quran, 65: 7
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Then he said, “Whoever has a question can ask.”

Imran Sabi, one the famous scholars and theologians
said, “I have discussed with many people in Kufa, but
nobody could answer my question, and demonstrate that
there is only one God in the world. Please, you, prove it
for me.”

Imam (A. S.) discussed with him about God and His
attributes, and finally Imran said, “I testify that the one
whom you described to me is the One God, and I testify
that Muhammad is His servant, he was raised up for the
right and guidance religion by God.” Then he fell down
on the ground, prostrated and converted to Islam.

The other attendants, who saw Imran, the strongest
man in theology and debating converted to Islam, did not
dare to say anything and they left the session.

Hasan b. Muhammad al-Nawfeli continues to say
that Imam (A. S.) invited Sabi to dinner that evening.
Then he gave him a set of clothes, a riding mount and
ten thousand dirhams as a gift and he was appointed as
the headman of the alms in Balkh. Ma’mun also gave
him ten thousand dirhams and Fazl b. Sahl gave him a
large amount of money. Afterwards Imran discussed on
defense of Islam with the scholars of other religions, and
he defeated all of them.!

o Discussion with Ma’mun about the
prophets’ immaculateness

Ali b. Jahm says, “Once there was a discussion be-
tween Imam al-Reza and Ma’mun about the prophets’
immaculateness. Ma’mun asked, “O, the son of the Mes-
senger of Allah, do you believe in faultlessness of the
prophets?” Imam answered, “Yes, of course.” He asked,
“So what is the meaning of these verses in the Quran that
Allah says, (Adam disobeyed his Lord, and went amiss?).

1- Ibid.
2- Quran, 20: 121
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Ra’s al-Jalut, “Yes, but what does it mean?”

Imam, “The emergence of light from the Mount Sinai
means the descent of revelation to Moses, the light from
the Mount Saeer means the descent of revelation to Jesus
and light from the Mount Faran, a mount near Mecca,
means the revelation to Muhammad (S. A. W. A.), since
the Messenger of Allah raised up there.”

Then he recited some examples of the prophets’ mira-
cles from the Torah and narrated from Prophet Isaiah and
Prophet Habakkuk the signs of Muhammad. He recited
some parts of the Psalms of David concerning Muham-
mad (S. A. W. A.) for Ra’s al-Jalut.

Then he said, O, Ra’s al-Jalut, what is your proof for
the Prophethood of Moses?”

Ra’s al-Jalut answered, “Dividing the sea, changing
his staff into a serpent, gushing forth water from the rock,
emerging light from his hand and some other miracles.”

Imam, “You are right. If these extra-ordinary deeds
are reasons for Moses Prophethood, why you do not con-
fess the Prophethood of Jesus, while he brought to life
the dead, and cured the incurable patients and he created
birds out of clay?”

Ra’s al-Jalut said they had not seen Jesus’ miracles.

Imam answered that they had not seen Moses’ mir-
acles, too and they had heard them from his followers.

This argument confused Ra’s al-Jalut and he could
say nothing. Imam said, “Muhammad (S. A. W. A.) did
not read any books nor did he attend any schools, but he
brought a book which predicated about the former and
the oncoming until the Day of Judgment. It explained the
secrets of people and it had uncountable miracles.”"

Imam discussed shorty with the great Hyrbad, the
leader of Zoroastrians. He was also unable to answer
Imam’s questions.

1- Ibid
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Imam said, “You know little about the Gospel. If
you had lost it only for one day, why there are so many
contradictions in it? Be aware that when it was lost and
the Christian gathered to see what they can do, Luke and
Mark said that the Gospel was kept in their hearts and
they would write it again. Then they convened with John
and Mathew and they wrote these four Gospels. Hence,
the four Gospels differ much from one another.”

Catholicos said, “Today I understood the fact and my
knowledge increased.”

Then Imam (A. S.) gave some examples of differenc-
es among the Gospels, until Catholicos said that Mark
and Mathew had forsworn Jesus. Then he said, “O, Mus-
lim scholar, excuse me ask other people your questions.
By Jesus there is no one like you among the Muslims.”"

Imam (A. S.) turned to Ra’s al-Jalut, the head of the
Jews, and said, “Do you ask me or do I do?”

Ra’s al-Jalut, “I will ask, but you should answer my
questions from the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms and the
books of Abraham and Moses.”

Imam, “Musa the son on Imran, Jesus the son of Mary
and David testified Muhammad’s Prophethood.”

Ra’s al-Jalut, “Where?”

Imam, “Did Moses not say to the Children of Israel
that a prophet of your brethren will soon come. Obey

2

him.
Ra’s al-Jalut, “Yes he did.”
Imam, “Did any prophet come from the descendant of
the children of Israel, except Muhammad (S. A. W. A.)?”
Ra’s al-Jalut, “No.”
Imam, “Did it not come in the Torah that the light

would emerge from the Mount Sinai, the Mount Sacer,
and the Mount Faran?”

1- Ibid.
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firmed that Isaiah had said so.

Imam added, “O, you, Christian, do you remember
this word of Jesus in the Gospel who said, ‘I will go to
my Lord and your Lord and Periklutos (highly praised
one) will come and he will testify for me as I testified for
him, and he will interpret everything for you’’?

Catholicos accepted what Imam had quoted from the
Gospel.

Then Imam expressed other things about the Gospel,
its extinction, and re-writing it by Mathew, Mark, Luke
and John and how every disciple wrote a Gospel after
Jesus, and he explained the contradictions in Catholicos’
word.

At this time Catholicos was completely helpless and
he could not escape somewhere. So, when Imam inquired
him later to ask any questions he wanted, he refused it
and told that they could ask someone other than him. He
said’ “By God, I did not think that there would be some-
one like you among the Muslims.”!

Then Imam al-Reza (A. S.) turned to Ra’s al-Jalut and
said, “I swear you by the ten verses which were sent to

Moses, have you not seen the news of Muhammad (S. A.
W. A)) in in the Torah?”

Ra’s al-Jalut, “Yes, I have.”

Imam asked, “Have you seen in the Gospel that Je-
sus said, ‘I will go to my own God soon and Periklutos
(Parakletos) will come and he will testify for the Truth as
I testified for the Truth’?

Catholicos said, “Yes, it is in the Gospel.”

Imam said, “Do you like to know where you found
the Gospel which you had lost?”

Catholicos said, “We had lost it only for one day and
later we found it.”

1- Uyun Akhbar al-Reza, 1/315-327.
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turned to Ra’s al-Jalut and said, “O, Ra’s al-Jalut, Do you
see in the Torah that Nebuchadnezzar, who fought then in
Jerusalem, brought the captive children of Israel to Ba-
bel. God sent Ezekiel to them and he brought to life their
dead. This fact has come in the Torah and nobody denies
it except the denier of the Truth.”

Ra’s al-Jalut acknowledged that he had heard it and
he knew it.

Imam, “You are right.” Then he asked the Jew to take
the book of the Torah, and then he began reciting some
verses from the Torah. The Jew was trembled and sur-
prised. Then Imam turned to the Christian and recounted
some of the miracles of the Prophet of Islam about bring-
ing life to the dead and curing the incurable diseases by
his blessing, then he added “And yet we never believe
in him as our God. If you accept Jesus as your God for
these miracles so you should also admit Elisha and Eze-
kiel as your God, too, because they also brought life to
the dead. Abraham, the Intimate Friend of Allah, took
some birds, he killed them, and he put a part of them on
every hill, then he summoned them, and they all came
to him. Moses the son of Imran did the same when sev-
enty of his men who had come to the Mount Sinai were
died by thunderbolt, but they were raised again. You can
never deny these facts, because the Torah, the Gospel and
the Quran have narrated them. So you must accept all of
them as your God.”

Catholicos felt helpless and said, you are right, and
there is no god but the One God.

Then Imam asked him and Ra’s al-Jalut about the
book of Isaiah. They answered that they knew it well.

Imam asked, “Do you remember this sentence that
Isaiah said, ‘I saw someone riding on an ass and dress-
ing up clothes of brilliance (referring to Jesus) and I saw
someone riding a camel, his light was like the light of
Moon (referring to the Prophet of Islam).”” They con-
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Imam said, “You asked a well-informed person. The
disciples were twelve and their most learned was Luke.
The Christian scholars were three. John the Great was in
Bach, another John was in Qarqisia and John of Daylami
was in Rajaz. The Prophet’s name and the name of his
household and his followers were with him and he gave
glad tidings to the followers of Jesus and to the Children
of Israel.

Then he said, “O, you, Christian, we believe in Jesus,
who believed in Muhammad (S. A. W. A.), but the only
fault we find with him is that he seldom performed payers
or fasted.”

At this moment Catholicos was astonished and said,
“By God, you nullified your knowledge, and weakened
the basis of your deed. I thought you are the most learned
among the Muslims.” Imam asked what had happened.

Catholicos, “Because you say Jesus rarely prayed and
fasted, while Jesus no day broke his fast and no night
slept completely. He was ever fasting and night awak-
ing.”

Imam, “Whom did he fast or pray for?” (That is: Je-
sus believed in the One God)

Catholicos could say nothing and he became silent.

Imam, “O, you, Christian, I want to ask you another
question.” Catholicos humbly said that he would answer
if he knew.

Imam, “Do you deny that Jesus brought to life the
dead by the leave of Allah?”

Catholicos was perplexed and inevitably said, “I re-
fute. Since, one who can bring to life the dead, heal the
congenital blind and reconcile the leper is God and wor-
thy of godhood.”

Imam, “Elisha did the same. He walked on the water,
brought to life the dead and cured the blind and the leper,
but nobody believed in him as God. Ezekiel the Prophet
did the same as Jesus did. He raised the dead.” Then he
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gave the glad tidings of a prophet and the glad tidings
of his household and his executer, but he did not explain
when it would happen and he did not name these groups
for us so that we can know them.”

Imam, “Will you believe in him, if we bring someone
who can read his name in the Gospel and recite the verses
which names Muhammad (S. A. W. A.), his household
and his followers?”

Catholicos, “Yes, of course.”

Imam addressed Nastas and asked him, “Do you
know by heart the third book of the Gospel?” He an-
swered, “Yes, I do.”

At that time Imam addressed Ra’s al-Jalut, the head
of the Jews, and asked him if he could read the Gospel.
He answered that he could. Imam told him to take up
the Bible and look at the third book, if he found some-
thing about Muhammad (S. A. W. A.) and his family, he
should testify for him. If he did see anything he should
not testify.” Meanwhile Imam recited the third book until
he reached the name of Muhammad (S. A. W. A.) and
stopped. Then he addressed Catholicos and said, “O, you,
Christian, I swear you by Jesus and his Mother Mary, do
you accept that I am aware of the Gospel?”

Catholicos, “Yes.”

Then Imam recited the name of the Prophet, his
household and his family, and asked Catholicos, “What
do you say? Is it the saying of Jesus, the son of Mary? If
you refute what the Gospel says, you have refuted both
Moses and Jesus and you are a disbeliever.”

Catholicos, “I do not challenge what is clearly fixed

for me in the Gospel, and I confess it.”

Imam said, “O, men, all of you testify that he con-
fessed.” Then he said to Catholicos to ask him what he
wants.

Catholicos said, “Inform me of the disciples of Jesus,
of their number and of the Gospel scholars.”
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according to your Gospel, will you confess?” Catholicos
answered, “How can I ignore the Gospel? O, by God, 1
will confess, even if it is against me.”

Imam said, “Ask whatever you want and hear its an-
swer.”

Catholicos asked, “What do you say about Jesus and
his book? Do you refute some of these two?”’

Imam, “T acknowledge the Prophethood of Jesus and
his book and the glad tidings he gave to his followers and
what his disciples have confessed, but I disbelieve the
Prophethood of a Jesus who did not admit the Prophet-
hood of Muhammad (S. A. W. A.) and his book and he
did not inform his followers about them!”

Catholicos, “I would be pleased if you introduce two
just witness while judging”
Imam, “Of course, I do.”

Catholicos, “So, establish two witnesses out of your
religion for the Prophethood of Muhammad, two persons
whom the Christian accept and ask us to introduce two
testifiers for this subject.”

Imam, “Now, you, Christian, observed justice. Do
you accept someone who was just and Jesus the son Mary
acknowledged him?”

Catholicos, “Who is this just man? Please name him.”

Imam, “What is your opinion about John of Dayl-
ami?”

Catholicos, “Bravo! Bravo! You mentioned the per-
son loved the most by Jesus.”

Imam, “Then I ask you to swear to and tell me wheth-
er or not John says, ‘Jesus has informed me of the reli-
gion of Muhammad (S. A. W. A.), the Arab, and has giv-
en me the glad tidings about him who will be a prophet
after him. Therefore I gave the glad tidings of him to the
disciples, and they believed in him.””

Catholicos, “Yes, John narrated it from Jesus and
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he were afraid that Imam could not answer their ques-
tions and they defeat him. He answered, “Of course, I
think so. They are people of negation and disputation.
They will refute what you say. If you say Allah is One,
they will say, why? If you say Muhammad (S. A. W. A.)
is the Prophet of Allah, they will say prove his Prophet-
hood . They will deny every proof you explain by fallacy
and chicanery. O, beware them.”

Imam al-Reza (A. S.) answered, “Ma’mun will regret
for his deed. I will answer the scholars of the Torah with
their Torah, the scholars of the Gospel with their Gospel
and the scholars of Psalms with their Psalms. [ will argue
with the Sabaeans in Hebrew language and with the great
Hyrbad in Persian language, and I will vanquish all of
them. There is neither might nor strength but in Allah, the
Almighty and Glorious”

The next morning Imam al-Reza (A. S.) took ablution
and went out of the house. When he entered the session,
he saw the religious scholars, some of the Children of
Hashim, some grandees and some government agents sit-
ting beside Ma’mun. They all stood up as soon as they
saw Imam al-Reza (A. S.).! Ma’mun’s favorite confer-
ence was held. Addressing Catholicos,” Ma’mun said,
“0, Catholicos! He is my cousin, Ali b. Musa b. Ja‘far, a
descendant of Fatima, our Prophet’s daughter and Ali b.
Abi Taleb. I wish you to discuss with him, but do not go
out justice in your argument.”

Catholicos answered, “O, Commander of the Faith-
ful, how can I dispute with someone whom we have
nothing in common. He argues about a book that I refute
it. He accepts a Prophet whom I do not believe in yet.”

At this moment Imam al-Reza (A. S.) began speak-
ing and said, “O, you, Christian, if I discuss with you

1- Ibid, 1/316.
2- Catholic Archbishop
3- Behar al-Anwar, 49/174.
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know the folks’ language to witness their affairs.”

Yaser, the servant, has narrated that two men from
Rim and Slav were Imam’s guest. They were speaking
in their own languages and Imam al-Reza (A. S.) under-
stood what they were saying. They complained that when
they were in their own country every year someone Vvis-
ited them, but no one has come to see them in this coun-
try. The next morning Imam sent someone to meet them.

Imam’s shining at debates

Imam al-Reza (A. S.) exalted the level of knowledge
and insight of people in Marv through his scholarly de-
bates with the People of the Book, the Manicheans, Zoro-
astrians, Sabaeans and different Islamic sects. His debate
with four groups in one session in Marv is well-known.

Ma’mun ordered his vizier, Fazl b. Sahl, to invite
Sabi, the head of Sabaeans, the great Hyrbad, the leader
of Zoroastrians, Nastas Rimi, the great Christian scholar
and some other learned men from different religions and
sects to discuss some matters with them. Fazl b. Sahl
gathered all of them and Ma’mun said that he wished
them to discuss with his cousin and he asked all of them
to be present in his court in the next morning.’

Hasan b. Muhammad al-Nawfeli narrates that he was
sitting in the presence of Imam al-Reza (A. S.) when Yas-
er, the servant, came in and said, “O! My lord, Ma’mun
gives you his regards and says that the scholars of differ-
ent religions will hold a session and I want you to attend
it tomorrow morning.””* Imam said, “Give my regard to
Ma’mun and tell him that I will be in your assembly to-
morrow morning, if Allah wills.” As Yaser, the servant,
left the room, Imam al-Reza (A. S.) asked al-Nawfeli if

1- Manageb Al-e-Abi Taleb, 3/446; Uyun Akhbar al-Reza 2/553.

2- Uyun Akhbar al-Reza, 1/313; see also Imam Ali b. Musa al-Reza,
p79.

3- Uyun Akhbar al-Reza, 1/316.
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ing the needy folks he said, “Everyone who meets a poor
man and he does not salute him in the same manner as he
greets a rich man, he will meet Allah angry with him on
the Day of Judgment.”!

Yaser, the servant, says that Ma’mun received a letter
from Neishabur which said, “A Zoroastrian willed before
his death to distribute his wealth to the needy, and the
Judge of Neishabur had distributed it among the poor
Muslims.” Ma’mun asked Imam al-Reza (A. S.) about
it. Imam said, “The Zoroastrians never will for Muslims.
Write a letter to the Judge of Neishabur and order him to
take the same amount of fortune from the state treasury
and distribute it among the poor Zoroastrians.””

Rayyan b. Shabib also says that he asked Imam al-
Reza, “My sister has willed to give some of his wealth to
Christians, but I want to give it to Muslims. Am I permit-
ted to do it?””* Imam (A. S.) said do what she had willed.
Allah says (And should anyone alter it after hearing it, its
sin shall indeed lie on those who alter it. Indeed Allah is
all-hearing, all-knowing).*

& Imam’s conversant in different languages

Another privilege of Imam al-Reza (A. S.) was his
understanding of current languages of the world. Aba
Salt Heravi says, “Imam al-Reza (A. S.) spoke to people
with their own languages, and by Allah he was the most
eloquent and the most learned in every dialect.” He
also says, “Once I asked him I wonder how you know all
these languages, in spite of so many differences.” Imam
answered, “O! Aba Salt I am the Authority of Allah over
people, and He never appoints someone who does not

1- Wasa’el al-Shi’a, 8/422.

2- Uyun Akhbar al-Reza 2/15.

3- Al-Kafi, 8/16.

4- Quran, 2: 18.

5- Manaqeb Al-e-Abi Taleb, 3/45; Uyun Akhbar al-Reza 2/553.
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Allah for his servants and in his spiritual life he knew
it the most valuable thing after the cognition of Allah.
He also emphasized on recommended fast as well as
obligatory one. So he never ignored fasting on the first,
the middle and the last day of the month. He said about
the importance of these days, “Fasting on these three
days is equal to fasting during all the year.” He, like the
other Imams, showed the importance of the Holy Quran
in his saying and action. He recited the Holy Quran ev-
ery morning and evening. While Ma’mun told him that
he had known him by temperance, piety and abstinence,
Imam al-Reza (A. S.) answered, “I am proud of obedient
to Allah, and I hope to be rescued from the evil of this
world by piety.”"

Imam al-Reza (A. S.) regarded him as one of the
ordinary persons. He associated with people admirably
and he loved them. Concerning Imam al-Reza’s behavior
toward individuals, Sheikh al-Saduq narrates from Ebra-
him b. Abbas, who said,

—He was never bad-tempered in speaking with people.
— He never interrupted other persons
— He never refused doing what he could do for others.
—He never stretched his legs in the presence of others.
— He never leaned in the presence of people.
— I never saw him speaking roughly with his servants.
— He never spitted in the presence of others.
— I never saw him laughing loudly. He showed his
happiness by smiling.?
One of the fundamental traits of our leaders is attend-
ing to underprivileged people. In spite of being the crown
price, Imam (A. S.) behaved in his fathers’ way towards

people. Thus he both instructed this manner to Muslims
and he nullified Ma’mun’s aristocracy living. Concern-

1- Behar al-Anwar, 49/138.
2- Uyun Akhbar al-Reza 3/184; Behar al-Anwar, 49/90.
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o Imam al-Reza’s life

Abu al- Hasan Ali b. Musa al-Reza (A. S.) was born
in Medina on Dhu-al Qa’da 11, 148 A. H./December 29,
765 A. D. His father was Imam Musa b. Ja‘far al-Kazem
(A. S.), the son of Imam Ja‘far b. Muhammad al-Sadeq
(A. S.), and his glorified mother was called Toktam (Na-
jma, Shaqran, Khayzoran or Tahera). She was a wise and
a very virtuous woman. Some narrators said that she was
from Nubia in the North of Africa, and some said that
she was from the Isle of Marseille in South of France. So
she is known as Shaqran of Nubia or Khayzoran of Mar-
seille. The only child of Imam al-Reza was his son Imam
Muhammad b. Ali al-Jawad (A. S.). According to some
points in the Holy Quran and the saying of the Prophet
(S. A. W. A)) the chosen successors of the Messenger of
Allah, or Imams, lead the society.

The lives and the characters of Shi’a Imams have two
distinguished esteemed aspects, and at the same time re-
lated to each other.

Their ethical, scientific, social and political charac-
ter during their lives which are known to all people. Un-
derstanding them needs no foreground and every clear
sighted person can see and realize them and learn their
distinction.

Their divine and virtual character which originates
from special favor of Allah toward them. Majlesi in his
book, Behar al-Anwar, in the chapter on “Reasons for
Imam al-Reza’s Imamate” has narrated 48 traditions on
the virtues of Imam al-Reza (A. S.) in which Imam al-
Kazem (A. S.) introduced his son, Ali b. Musa al-Reza
(A. S.), as his successor.

Surveying the divine and moral-virtual character of
Imam al-Reza (A. S.) has a special appeal, since we can
know him better and we can learn how to live a better
life.

Imam al-Reza (A. S.) considered prayer as a gift from
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One of these decent and immaculate sons is Ali b.
Musa al-Reza (A. S.). He is the eighth Shi’a Imam and his
shrine is in Mashhad, the Islamic Republic of Iran. He is
known as “the learned of the Prophet Family” to the Shi’a.

Every year millions of Shi’a and Sunni Muslims,
even from other religions, from every part of the world
come to visit his Shrine.

The cultural and historical city of Mashhad is among
the most influential areas in the region in terms of ar-
cheology, tourism, historical monuments and religiosity
due to holding the shrine of Imam al-Reza (A.S.), the
people’s interest to the household of the holy Prophet,
12-century of Islamic-Iranian architecture and the birth
place of a great number of luminaries in the field of reli-
gion, science and literature. Mashhad with an area about
328 square kilometers and 3 million inhabitants is the 2nd
largest and the most-populated city in Iran after the capi-
tal, Tehran, and among the largest cities within the Islam-
ic world. The city annually hosts around 21 million local
and 2 million foreign visitors. Since old times Mashhad
has been the host city for visitors and tourists from differ-
ent religions and sects, and an outstanding birthplace for
prominent scholars and scientists spreading the Islamic
culture, knowledge and civilization, and a place for prox-
imity of different cultures and religions. Mashhad is a
place interested in the holy Quran and friendship with the
household of the Great Prophet and holding outstanding
stand in Quranic arts and knowledge and the place for
demonstration of friendship and favor towards the house-
hold of the Prophet (S. A. W. A.). Mashhad is the resting
place of Imam Ali b. Musa al-Reza (A. S.), heir of Grand
Khorasan, the treasure house of cultural works and lumi-
naries of Toos region and civilization core in Khorasan
and its surrounding lands. Thus, the city is a combination
of spirituality and life. This glorious city has been chosen
by ISESCO as the Islamic Culture Capital for the Asian
Region in the Islamic world for the year 2017.



Imam al-Reza
The Inheritor of Moses,
the Interlocutor with Allah, Jesus,
the Spirit of Allah and Muhammad,
the Messenger of Allah

The great prophets of Allah, such as Abraham, the In-
timate Friend of Allah, Moses, the Interlocutor with Al-
lah, Jesus, the Spirit of Allah and Muhammad, the Mes-
senger of Allah developed extra-ordinary evolution in the
human world that training the Unitarians and reviving the
Islamic civilization and prosperity are some examples of
its glories.

Muhammad (S. A. W. A.), the Messenger of Allah,
as other prophets before him, could train, from among
the ignorant people of Arabia, some persons who consid-
ered acquiring and propagating knowledge and affection
as devotion to Allah, and in a very short time they could
govern a wide part of the world and spread their scientific
predominance and divine faith among the individuals.

Alas! It had not passed more than 23 years from the
first descend of revelation to the Prophet of kindness, and
the seventh century A. D. had not reached its ides that
the Prophet (S. A. W.A.) passed away. He guaranteed his
way by introducing his successors, who were all among
the sons of his daughter Fatima (S. A.) and his immediate
successor Ali b. Ab1 Talib (A. S.). They were all innocent
and free from fault and forgetting.



Razavi Hospitals and medical centers, with their ex-
perienced staff and equipment, provide health tourism
with the best quality to their visitors and attract a wide
range of pilgrims every year to receive these services.

Astan Quds Razavi established the “Center of Inter-
national Affairs” for activities on a global scale, in line
with international relations and in order to establish an
effective relationship among this grand organization and
Muslim and non-Muslim countries. This Center devel-
ops long-term policies and plans of Astan Quds Razavi
and affairs related to international relations and coopera-
tion to provide the appropriate basis for the examination,
establishment, regulation, maintenance, promotion and
development of cultural, scientific and economic rela-
tions of all organizations and institutions of Astan Quds
Razavi in regional and international levels. After estab-
lishing and introducing organizations, institutes, and re-
ligious centers in other countries to expand interaction
with them, as well as to strengthen cultural, religious and
social activities, the Center will be able to develop these
relations by establishing offices and agencies.

Center for International Affairs



A Threshold to the Extent of a World

Astan Quds Razavi is an organization that runs the
activities of Imam Reza’s (A.S.) Holy shrine. The publi-
cation of the Quranic teachings and the teachings of Ali
ibn Musa al-Reza (A.S.), along with providing a safe and
peaceful place for pilgrims and the presence of religious
tourists, as well as promotion of culture in areas such as
family consolidation, human dignity, women’s rights,
child rights, environment, cherishing of artistic heritage,
writing, history and human civilization, education and
research, public health, Islamic economics and interna-
tional relations are the widespread services that provide
for this Threshold ‘s audience.

Anyone who comes to this sacred place as a pilgrim
can benefit from education, research, library studying,
visiting museums and health services in secure and com-
fort environment.

This Threshold has vast economic activities that be-
side provide products and services for visitors; it is an
economic opportunity that can provide the conditions for
establishing healthy international economic relations.
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Those interested to communicate and want to benefit
from the activities of Astan Quds Razavi can use the fol-

lowing communication ways in order to connect to the
Center of International Affairs:

Fax: (+98) 5132283529
Tell: (+98) 5132003943
(+98) 5132003942
(+98) 5132283526

E-mail: cina@agqr.ir
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